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C
ivil society has been driven to 
protest by the k illing o f Daphne 
Cam ana Galizia. We have taken to 
the streets at least monthly in the 
27 months since that outrage on our demo­

cratic and constitutional rights.
The right to freedom o f expression is not 

some privilege given to journalists. Within 
it  is the righ t o f every citizen to  be 
informed, i f  citizens are not informed, their 
voting and dem ocratic decisions are not 
informed. Democracy does not function 
w ithout journalists work ing freely to 
uncover wrongdoing.

A  shift in  the pace o f  protest occurred 
since Yorgen Fenech was arrested. More 
people understood that Caruana Galizia was 
killed for seeking to inform them o f corrup­
tion in Joseph Muscat’s government. More 
civil society organisations, more people 
joined the protest.

Civil society does not m erely aspire to 
make noise when things aren’t quite what 
they should be. Civil society aspires for 
change. We seek to build a better country.

The killing o f Caruana Galizia exposed 
the crisis o f  more than just the state o f free 
speech in Malta. It has exposed the vulner­
ability o f our institutional make-up. The 
office o f our prime minister is all-powerful 
and if a crook becomes prime minister, the 
Laws o f the land do not function anymore.

Our economy has grown dependant on 
dirty money that flows through here from 
the left pockets o f Mafiosi, tax dodgers and 
embezzlers and flows back into their right 
pockets all cleaned up.

Organised crime has infiltrated Malta 
and, in some respects, w e have been 
colonised to serve the interests o f  faceless 
lords o f smuggling, slavery and violence. 
What little  countryside we have le ft has 
become the playing fie ld  o f  money lauo-

derers. Unlike Pablo Escobar who buried 
his cash in plastic barrels in the fields 
around Medellin, our more sophisticated 
banditos turned the cash into concrete 
transform ing our towns in to cement 
pigeon lofts and spreading onto the coun­
tryside like a grey disease.

The phantom demand for property has 
inflated prices pushing home ownership 
out o f the reach o f more people and making 
tenancy unaffordable for some fo r whom 
an underground garage or even their car is 
now their home.

A huge chunk o f the generation o f elec­
tricity in Malta is now in private hands. Per­
haps that would not be so bad i f  its owners 
had to  submit to the pressures o f  the mar­
ket. But the Electrogas deal was no liberal 
opening to market forces. It was a corrupt, 
corporatist arrangement that guarantees 
income to the cronies whatever their cost 
to produce.

A large portion o f  our national health 
service has been privatised with no signifi­
cant investment in its improvement. 
Patients go to the same hospitals, expected 
to be grateful for a fresh lick o f  paint but 
getting a worse service as comers are cut to 
secure profits, except the official word for 
it is ‘efficiency’.

The government tolerates no objection. 
Questions go unanswered and accounta­
b ility  is at an all-tim e low. Except in 
strictly controlled circumstances, minis­
ters do not give the press any interviews. 
When they do get door stepped, they reply 
w ith disdain and m ockery and leave out 
any hint o f  substance.

The parliam entary opposition, the 
press, c ivil society -  all are contem ptu­
ously ignored. Sometimes it's worse than 
that. Consider how the weight o f  the State 
in the shape o f the over-employed culture 
czar Jason M iea lle f came down on a 
singer who is due on stage at a protest in 
Valletta this afternoon.

Why her in particular? Because she 
appears regularly on a TV show on the 
national TV station. It’s but another case of 
intimidation and the very real threat o f retal­
iation for stepping out o f the official line.

Protesting the assassination o f  Caruana 
Galizia, therefore, is protesting the assassi­

nation o f our democratic life. It is about the 
threat to several freedoms, not just the right 
to speak and learn. It is about the threat to 
decent living: safe from  the cross-fire o f 
organised crime, with a safety net fo r the 
poorest, with excellent and free health serv­
ice for everyone, with affordable housing 
for all, with a clean and sustained urban and 
rural environment for each one o f  us.

And it  is  a lso about p rotesting fo r  an 
honest liv ing fo r  the country. A  sustain­
able economy cleaned out o f  its current 
addictions, our desperate search fo r  a fix 
o f  a quick, dirty buck.

It may come as a shock to the current 
political class that civil society wants to do 
more than honk on horns and wave flags. 
The Joseph Muscats, the Chris Feames and 
the Robert Abelas o f this world may be used 
to their audiences waving and honking hap­
pily until they’re sent home to feed on what 
One TV dishes out for the night. We’re a dif­
ferent crowd. Annoyingly, we’re like Oliver. 
We’ll come back for more.

It is clear to  us all that Muscat’s immi­
nent resignation is a strategic retreat. His 
successors have spent the last weeks justi­
fying the OCCRP 2019 Man o f the Year for 
Corruption and his criminal government. 
Neither one o f them even rem otely 
touched the issues that brought about the
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country is to go next

killing o f Caruana Galizia. Neither one of 
them sought to  explain and help the coun­
try come to terms with how badly things 
have gone these past s ix  years. None o f 
them even tried to  make empty promises 
about reform.

Instead, their campaigns can be summed 
up in the words o f one o f them: “For as long 
as I live  the PN w ill never be in govern­
ment”. I ’m  not holding the brie f fo r the PN 
but w e all know what that phrase means. 
‘For as long as they can help It, they’ll hold 
on to  power.’

Such a blatant, public confession o f undy­
ing, undimmlng, uncompromising power- 
hunger by someone still seeking to achieve 
it would be callous at any time. It is so trans­
parently ugly that it really has its place in 
Greek tragedy or Italian opera, not in the 
public campaign utterances o f  a Western 
democracy. And yet here w e are.

It is especially chilling considering that 
the rem ark about eternal, unchanging 
monopoly on power is made right on the 
back o f  the exposure o f  sleaze, violence, 
greed and corruption never before experi­
enced at the very top o f  the executive of 
this country.

They expect us now to walk away and 
stay home as they go on as i f  nothing ever 
happened. W e’re not doing that. Our aspi­
rations fo r  a new Republic are clear and 
legitim ate. We are not demanding the 
impossible. W e are not anarchists. We 
believe in  the State and we argue for law 
and its rule above anyone's interests.

But the state o f the State today is diseased 
and our political parties appear unable or 
unwilling to o ffer solutions to start healing 
it. When Chris Fearne said he was “joking" 
when he said he'll bury political opposition 
before he’s buried himself, he showed just 
how dark his humour is. It would have had 
to be as he stood four-square behind Muscat 
for six years knowing full well what he was 
up to. And laughing.

When the vision o f political leaders is lim­
ited to  their own vaulting ambition, it is up 
to the people to spell out where their coun­
try is to go next.

Political parties now have a choice. They 
can get busy leading the new Republic, or 
they can get busy dying with the old one.
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since the Times o f Malta broke the 
story on October 6, if  not before, 
and only decided to embark on 
your song-and-dancc routine when 
Europol camea-calling fbrTheuma 
about unrelated money-laundering 
charges. Then you decided to sing 
for your supper to save your skin.

Or so you think.
The story has long slipped From 

your control and you are doing 
your best to control the narrative 
trying to take the credit for the lat­
est developments.

But let me spell it out to you. The 
only credit you are desperately try­
ing not to take is your inaction

when and ever since Carunnn Gal- 
izia revealed that your close associ­
ates in government opened secret 
companies in Panama to receive 
millions from a mystery Dubai 
company called 17 Black.

Wc subsequently discovered this 
company belongs to Fencch. Your 
ina tion created the rule o f delin­
quency and impunity that led to 
her assassination.

Under your watch.
For two years, you have refused 

to lift a finger except to point it at 
civil society for betraying the 
nation with our demands for truth 
and justice even though you had 
declared that you “ will leave no 
stone unturned”. Ultimately, it was 
Rcutcj's that spent half a million to 
uncover the identity o f the owner 
o f 17 Black. You preferred to pour 
money Into paying Owen Bonnici’s 
cleansers overtime to bin our 
protests o f candles and flowers at 
the memorial night after night, 
even on the night when Fenech was 
arrested.

Every time that the Prime Min­
ister steps in front o f journalists to 
speak about the case, folks, keep in 
mind that he has spent most o f this 
legislature avoiding the press and 
refusing to take questions.

So, why is he chatting non-stop 
now? Because everyth ing is 
being concocted fo r  his te lev i­
sion audience. You know, the 
ones “who follow  the media, my 
dear”. Cue jangling hennaed 
arms and beringed fingers.

Who appointed you Police Com­

missioner, Prime Minister? You 
keep parroting that the institutions 
arc working. So why are you doing 
the Police Commissioner’s  job?

So efficient are the institutions 
that the Police Commissioner is 
refusing to speak about the case 
and you will not stop talking about 
it. Will you also be judge andjury?

PM, when and where was the 
last time you met with Fcnech? 
And, in case you’re wondering, 
we’re still in November. And it is 
shaping up quite nicely indeed.

Your mantra has always been "I 
will shoulder political responsibil­
ity for my decisions.” Prime Minis-, 
ter, you have protected Keith 
Schembri and Konrad Mizzi to the 
hilt ever since Caruana Galizia 
uncovered their corruption.

Now we know that she was 
assassinated for it. It is time to 
shoulder your responsibility o f 
your part in her death. Fenech is 
not the only villain of the piece.

Friedrich Engels’s mantra was 
that everyone strives for his own 
interests, but in the end what 
emerges is something no one 
intended. You have done nothing 
but protect your interests.

Now brace yourself for an out­
come you are not expecting. It’s up 
to us, the people, to protect the 
country’s interests, even i f  the 
Speaker threatensus withnrrestin 
Freedom Square. Oh the irony.

Follow our social media platforms 
(EDrepubblika and @repubblf kaMT 
for the latest protest updates.

T o / y  I. l o s  s?



OPINIONS AND LETTERS

MANUEL.
DEUA

$ w fb ta *h  b im  th ing 
*ors< than J cocky

of bit depth u d  Mi«iMarc. 
Knag ii ta r of his own t o

Joseph Muscat ignored those 
w h o  d isagreed w ith  h im , driv­
in g  headlong as i f  h is  w ill was 
all that m attered. That and a 
pum ping econom y boosted by 
the in jection  o f  EU fund ing and 
access to the eurozone, p lusthe 
resounding applause o f  his sup­
porters  fo r  w hom  indeed he 
could do no w rong.

The acclam ation was loud 
enough fo r  h im  to assume the 
nagging detractors cou ld be le ft  
alone as i f  they didn’t even 
exist. One o r  tw o  w ere  louder 
than others. For Daphne Caru- 
ana Galizia and la ter fo r  Simon 
Eusuttil he needed to  pu t in  the 
w ork  to  isolate them, dehuman­
ise them  and e lim inate any in­
fluence th ey  m igh t have to  
dilute his authority.

He also used them  as sport. I f  
they w ere  to  love  him , h is sup­
porters needed  e ffig ies  they 
could burn. H e represented 
these 'enem ies o f  the people ' as 
parodies o f  reality, pantom im e 
characters o f  pure evil, targets 
fo r  popular lynching.

Never befo re  now  has a single 
NG0 been made the target o f  an 
orchestrated governm en t at­
tack launched by  a prim e-tim e 
press con ference o f  the entire 
cabinet on national TV  and sus­
tained in a  da ily  onslaught on  
the Labour Party m edia; TVM , 
One TV  and fe llo w  travellers.

I t  is not the firs t tim e that an 
NGO has dem anded accounta­
b ility  o f  a govern m en t fo r  ac­
tions and decisions it  took  that
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Robert Abela (left) felt It was time to show his party supporters they need ..ever regret they had 
chosen him over his rival for people’s attention, Chris Fearne. PHOTO: JONATHAN BORG

resu lted  in people’s lives  being  
put in  danger o r even ending in 
th e ir  death. The w orst govern ­
m ents have done is  arrogantly  
d ism issed NGOs’ c la im s or 
com plete ly  ignored  them .

But R obert Abela fe lt  i t  was 
t im e  to  show  the country  ju st 
h ow  powerFul he was, and it  
was t im e  to  show  his party  
supporters they need never re­
g r e t  they  had chosen h im  over 
h is  r iva l fo r  p eop le ’s a tten ­
tion , Chris Fearne.

Context is everyth ing. Much 
o f  Abela ’s f ir s t  100 days was 
served  by all o f  us in  house­
bound  iso la tion  o r  soc ia l d is­
tancing. Th ere  w ere  m any

U
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reasons fo r  m any o f  us to  be 
unhappy about som eth ing, 
som e reasons m o re  serious 
than others. Som e lo s t re la ­
tives, som e lo s t  th e ir  jobs, 
som e who s till have them  live  
in  in secu re fe a r  and  in stab il­
ity. The lu ck ie r  am ong us 
m issed th e ir  h o liday  plans o r  
th e ir w eek ly  flve-a-side match.

CQV1D-19 b rou gh t the best 
ou t o f  leaders  and o ffic ia ls  
wh® rose  to  the occasion. 
Abela  d id n ’t m in d  m ost o f  
those. But as Fearae ’s aura 
continued to  g low , i t  was ob v i­
ous to  th e  p r im e  m in is ter as it 
was obv iou s to  anyone that i f  
the Labou r P a rty  leadersh ip  
e lec tion  had happened a fte r  
th e  COVID c r is is  ra th er than 
b e fo re  it, no on e  w ou ld  have 
beaten Fearne a t the polls.

W h ile  Fearne is Abela 's riva l 
fo r  a tten tion , Joseph M uscat 
is h is  r iva l fo r  m em ory. Post- 
COVID, Abela  w ill  p reside over 
a w eak  econ om y  exposed  by 
a ll the fra g il it ie s  the country 
ign o red  w hen  the g o in g  was 
good . T h e re ’s n o  space fo r  d is­
senting NGOs when popu larity  
fo r  the governm en t is so much 
m ore  con tingen t.

Th e decis ion  to  close Malta’s 
ports  fo r  unnecessary activity 
was rational. M uch as w e could 
not have planes fly in g  tourists 
in , w e  cou ld  not have the har­
bou r receiv ing cruise liners o r  
passenger ferries.

T h e  dec is ion  to  include 
boats ca rry in g  p eop le  saved 
fro m  d row n in g  a t sea as un­
necessary a c tiv ity  fo r  ou r 
p o rts  was ca llous, inhum ane, 
m isgu ided  and illega l. Our a ir­
p o rt is c losed  fo r  business but 
w e w ou ld  not te ll  a crash ing 
p lane to  f ly  on  in to  the sea in ­
stead o f  a ttem p tin g  a landing

on ou r a ir fie ld . And y e t Abela 
dec id ed  to  announce that p eo ­
p le  stranded  at sea w ou ld  not 
be saved.

H e kn ew  m any w ou ld  lik e  
that. T h e re  are  m any p eop le  
fo r  w h om  tha t shou ld  b e  ou r  
p o licy  at a ll tim es in  any case.

An d  th ere  a re  m any m ore  
w hose  fe a r  o f  d isease w ill 
m ake th em  support any po licy  
that is  p resen ted  to  them  as a 
preven tion  o f  in fection .

But w h ile  a  p o licy  o f  ign o r­
in g  th e  fa te  o f  m igrants at sea 
gave Abela  the dem onstration  
m atch  he needed to  start look­
ing tou gher than  Fearne, 
Repubblika’s e ffo r ts  to  resist 
h is d ec is ion  and ho ld  h im  ac­
countab le to  its  consequences 
gave h im  a scapegoat he cou ld 
iso late  and dehumanise.

T h e  m ethods used by M s 
predecessors  against h is 
nem eses w ere  and are  b e in g  
ap p lied  on  Repubblika. Th e  
state b roadcaster carries  m is ­
in fo rm a tion  and con fla tion  o f  
issues and ou tr igh t lies , and 
refu ses  to  ca rry  rep lies  or 
c la rifica tion s . Th e p rim e m in ­
is te r  hab itu a lly  com m un i­
cates w ith  th e  public o ve r  his 
p a rty  m ed ia  o r  in  events 
w h ere  he addresses the cam ­
era  w ith ou t the inconvenience 
o f  qu estion s  by jou rn a lis ts  
w h o  do n ot assum e he is 
te llin g  th e  tru th .

H is lies  include the line that 
“ the F.uropean Court o f  Hu­
m an R ights ru led that the gov­
ernm ent’s po licies w ere r igh t”, 
and that “ a ll m igran ts sur­
v ived ", and tha t Repubblika 
“charged  so ld iers w ith  m ur­
d e r" w h en  all I t  d id  was f i le  a 
rep o rt to  ask fo r  an investiga­
tion , as w ou ld  be norm al in  a 
d em ocracy  when reports  o f

such grave w rongdoing  make it 
to  The New York Times.

The truth does not m atter 
anymore. A ttem pting  to  reply, 
even daring to  take a stand, has 
now  becom e an act o f  sedition 
punishable in  extraord inary 
ways. A t a  T V  ‘debate1 on  the na­
tional broadcaster, the organ i­
sation was represen ted  by its 
president Prof. V ick i Ann Cre­
mona. For da rin g  to  show up 
she was lynched all o ver  Face- 
book. A sen ior governm ent o ff i­
cial m oved fro m  attack ing the 
person, to  attacking the univer­
sity departm ent w here she 
works, her colleagues, h er stu­
dents. There was no question o f  
attacking her argum ent.

Because h er a rgu m en t -  Re- 
pubblika’s a rgum ent -  is  unas­
sa ilab le  and rem ains true and 
im m u tab le  even  i f  A be la  is 
successful (as h is p redecessor 
had been  w ith  h is  ta rgets ) to  
rem ove Repubblika's ab ility  to 
be heard.

NGO vo lu n teers  seek  no o f­
fic e . T h e ir  p r iva te  l iv e s  and 
th e ir  p ro fess ion s  su ffe r  w ith  
the t im e and e f fo r t  t o  pu t fo r ­
w a rd  argu m en ts  th a t shou ld  
be self-evident; a il lives  in  dan­
g e r  m ust be saved, those w ho 
pu t p eop le ’s lives  in  d anger o r  
a llow  them  to  d ie  m ust face 
consequences, w h o eve r  they 
m ay be.

But r igh t now, that’s th e  fu r­
th est th in g  fr o m  ou r  p rim e 
m in is te r ’s m ind . Instead  he’s 
choos ing  the best p ostu re to 
dem onstrate to  us all that the 
p ro te in  h e  in je c ted  in to  his 
m uscles fr o m  th e  crushed 
b od ies  o f  m ig ran ts  and c iv il 
soc ie ty  vo lu n teers  m ake h im  
lo o k  rea lly , rea lly , rea lly  
strong. S tronger than  Fearne. 
Better than Muscat.
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Malta: Why put up with this?

“Aren’t you angry that crooks are running the country?”  A protester at an 
anti-corruption protest held In 2016. PHOTO: DARRIN ZAMMIT LUPI

ou know it has been 
qu ite a momentous 
week in Maltese politics

J«*m when Keith Schembri 
says he is not scared while 
surrounded by a small army o f 
heavies. He scurries to a waiting 
car as b ig  as a tank, when the 
Prime M inister Joseph Muscat, 
sporting a designer stubble for 
Movember, mumbles to the press 
that he does.

M eanwhile, M artin Scicluna 
pens another ode to the regime 
in one o f  the m ost catastrophic 
weeks th is governm ent has 
ever seen.

Headless chickens.
Apt. Because when the true 

head o f  this governm ent, the 
Prime M in ister’s ch ief o f staff, 
practica lly  com m its hara-kiri 
by surrendering the libe l suit 
he had instituted against Simon 
Busuttil three and a half years 
ago, then a w eek is not long 
in Muscat’s world o f  politics -  it 
is interminable.

By now, you have all read a 
blow-by-blow account o f the spec­
tacular showdown in court last 
Monday. W e have also heard 
Busuttil systematically take down 
the governm ent in  a speech in 
Parliament on Tuesday.

The government benches were 
empty. The members were all 
safely cooped up in their pens. 
Feathers were ruffled.

Why is Schembri’s surrender so 
clamorous? Surely, it's not the

first time that people in govern­
ment have dropped their lawsuits 
in court?

Only recently, politicians 
dropped libel suits because they 
did not relish their day in court to 
clear their name. I don't know 
about you, but if  someone accuses 
me o f  having my hand in the 
cookie jar, I would think about 
nothing else but that moment 
when I clear my name in open 
court. Not so Minister Chris Car­
dona and his Acapuico suit and 
Minister Konrad M izzi and his 
Panama company suit. And now 
Schembri and the 17 Black suit.

All libel suits are directly con­
nected to Daphne Caruana 
Gallzia’s investigative work.

Aaan'i you
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defending our 
country from 
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So why is Schembri’s surrender 
so spectacular? For one main rea­
son that needs to be emphasised 
and that many are missing:

A  few minutes before Caruana 
Galizia was blown up in her car 
a few  metres from her home, she 
w ro te  a short post about this 
libel suit. Her last line, “ There 
are crooks everywhere you look 
now. The situation is desperate", 
has entered the annals o f 
famous last lines.

One o f the excuses we keep 
hearing is that corruption is 
difficult for the man in the street 
to understand, that offshore

companies opened by Schembri 
and Mizzi in Panama is too abstract 
a concept That a tanker moored in 
Marsaxiokk is just a tanker. That 
people cannot make the connection 
between kickbacks and the black 
hulk blighting the bay.

When people reason that way, 
it is either because they have their 
hand in the till o r because they 
worship at the altar o f the cult o f 
personality, or both.

Corruption is tangible. Corrup­
tion killed a flesh and blood 
woman. She wasn’t assassinated 
because she wrote about food and 
interior decorating. People are

not killed by concepts and 
metaphors. People kill other peo­
ple. Someone ordered to have 
Caruana Galizia assassinated. 
Murdered, because she wrote.

To people still sitting on the 
fence, how many epiphanies do 
you need to join this fight? Aren’t 
you shocked and appalled that the 
people who should be the custo­
dians o f our heritage are robbing 
us blind and lying about it?

Aren’t you angry that crooks 
are running the country? Aren't 
you enraged when we are all 
called traitors for defending our 
country from these crooks?

Tom orrow  w e take to the 
streets because someone who 
admitted to being a criminal 
should not be a Prime Minister's 
chief o f staff, in any country any­
where, let alone in a country that 
Is a member o f  the European 
Union. The Prim e M inister still 
stands by his man. You really have 
to ask yourself why.

The fight for truth and justice 
is not a partisan issue, for demo­
cratic values belong to the people. 
After the fall o f the Berlin Wall 30 
years ago, Mikhail Gorbachev was 
asked who he regarded as the 
main hero o f that time o f drama 
and turmoil. “The people”, he 
replied simply.

People, it is our time. Again.
Join us tomorrow in the Protest 

Against Corruption. The March 
starts at the Old Opera House, 
Republic Street, Valletta, at 7pm.
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NATURAL SWIMMING POOL: A  bird 's-eye view o f the Inland Sea, in Dwejra, Gaze, a  very  papular spat w ith  tourists. PHOTO: LEANOER THOMAS

Such incompetent answers
T A L K IN G  P O IN T

V IC K IE  A N N  
C R E M O N A •

President,
Repubbllka

H
ave you  ever sat in fron t o f  a 
television and cringed in  em ­
barrassment while watching a 
person taking questions? This 
is what happened to me as I watched our 

very own M inister o f Tourism, Julia Far- 
rag la  Portelli, answer questions on  BBC 
Breakfast regarding the reopening o f  onr 
airports. I have not stopped thinking 
about that disastrous interview, which 
went viral and caused not only much 
amusement hut also much concern.

I  had already experienced that horri­
b le  feeling o f  deep embarrassment be­
fore when 1 watched her bumble her way 
flirough  questions put b y  French re­
porters asking h er about the abuses o f  
ou r passport scheme. W hereas the fo r­
m er in terview  m ight have passed unno­
ticed because few er people in  Malta 
watch French television, th is time, the 
KBC breakfast show was there fo r  all 
Malta to see.

Farrugia Po rte lli d id not give one 
straight answer to  some very  d irect and 
com m on  sense questions, forem ost o f

which w ere  the fo llow ing: how  is  Malta 
preparing  to  rece ive  British  tourists, 
when Britain has the w orst COVID-19 in­
fection  rate in  Europe; w hat is go in g  to  
happen w hen  a  tourist steps on to ou r  is- 
lands and fa lls  ill; h ow  lon g  w ou ld  the 
p eriod  (obviously, o f  quarantine) fo r  
o th er tourists and personnel in  the 
sarnie hotel be i f  that happens?

H er answers w ere  so inane that the 
tw o  h igh ly professional journalists , 
Charlie Stayt and Nagy Munchetty, w ere 
totally  ju stified  in  showing som e s light 
im patience. H ad  som e o f  us M altese 
been there, w e w ou ld  probably have had 
a b igger  go  a t her. M y firs t reaction  to  
the w ho le  em barrassing in te rv iew  is; 
why don 't w e  p repare m in isters better 
when w e send them  to  represent us, all 
Maltese, on an in ternational channel?

But then, a fte r  seeing th e  horrib ly  
typed le tter and the bad English used in 
art o ffic ia l le tte r  to  the Venice Commis­
sion, 1 ask m yself w hy i  am  asking this 
question. Maybe som e o f  us could form

U
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a volunteer team  to  p roo fread  o ffic ia l 
letters in  English sent to  foreign  entities, 
ou t o f  a sense o f  national duty, in order 
to  avoid cringing embarrassment, espe­
cially since w e live a country that adver­
tises itse lf as a place to  learn  English.

To sum up Farrugia Portelli's answers: 
w e  have a good  healthcare system; we w ill 
take temperatures at the airport; i f  some 
tourist falls ill, w e w ill send the medical 
team and isolate them. Certainly nowhere 
near enough, Ms Farrugia Porte lli[ Our 
healthcare system has shown its efficacy 
during the COVID-19 outbreak because It 
was administered b y  com petent people 
like Charmaine Gaud and Health Minister 
Chris Feame, who, a t least, as far as the 
medical sector is concerned, knows what 
he is doing. Neither o f  the two ever in­
sulted our intelligence by  appearing be­
fore a TV  camera totally unprepared.

Farrugia Portelli kept telling the world 
and us that “w e are totally geared up* but 
never illuminated anyone as to  what this 
"geared up* meant. The firs t solution o f­
fered: that w e w ill take temperatures at 
the airport, is certainly not reassuring 
enough. Is that the on ly ‘protocol’ we Mal­
tese have to o ffer as a  health precaution 
when faced w ith  the onslaught o f foreign­
ers coming from  a country with the high­
est rate o f  infection in  Europe?

H er  answer ju s tifie s  the jou rna lis ts ' 
question  about w h e th e r  Farrugia  
P o r te ll i  un derstood  anyth ing  about 
hea lth  s tatistics in  th e  U K , w h ich  she 
m an ifes tly  doesn ’t, unless she d idn 't 
even understand the question. I would 
have added anoth er question  to  that:

w h a t abou t p eop le  w h o  op t to  s tay in  
M alta  on  a B&B a rrangem en t?  H ow  
a re  w e go in g  t o  m on ito r  them ?

Farrugia Portelli went on to  tell us and 
the w orld  that a ll hotels are “COV1D 
tested”. W ell, o f  course, they are free from  
COVID-19 at the mom ent, since they are 
practically empty! But how  w ill Portelli 
Farrugia be protecting us, Maltese, from  
possible infections? By isolating a tourist 
i f  s/he develops symptoms? 1 would say 
that is the minimum. But what about the 
people this person com es into contact 
with? A re you going to  place everyone in 
that particu lar hotel in  quarantine, 
tourists and employees alike?

And, i f  yes, fo r  how  long? And how  are 
you  go in g  to  contact trace anyone else 
th e  tou rist m ay have com e across? I f  no 
such p rotoco ls  are in  place, can you 
please explain  to  us M altese, w ho have 
patien tly  practica lly  locked ourselves 
up fo r  tw o  months, what these protocols 
are? You ow e  these explanations to  us 
befo re  you  owe them  to  anyone else.

W e are not impressed w ith  you r solu­
tion o f a  “direct line to  the health authori­
ties”. Thank God, in Malta, everyone has 
a d irect line to  the health  authorities -  
and during the w orst COVID-19 period, 
there was a special number fo r  this.

Farrugia P orte lli should stop beating 
about the bush. She should produce 
som e in te lligen t and d irec t answers to  
the questions that we, as Maltese, de­
serve to  have answered and address our 
concerns. O r get som eone m ore  compe­
tent than her to  do it. B efore she opens 
the a irport to  every destination.

i
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We have a very deep problem
Martin Scicluna’s lat­

est contribution -  
'A demoralised judi­
c iary ’ -  does not 

campaign on behalf o f judges. He 
campaigns fo r  the government 
that seeks to  control them and 
controls him.

RepubbhTca filed a  constitutional 
case challenging the democratic 
basis fo r  the Prime Minister’s 
unfettered powers o f  appointing 
judges and magistrates after the 
government ignored the advice o f 
the Venice Commission to change 
the system. The last wave o f  
appointmentschangedl3 percent 
o f  the judiciary uslnga system that 
the world’s foremost legal experts 
on constitutional matters said fell 
short o f  what is expected in a 
modem democracy.

H ie  government M ed  in its duty 
to protect our democracy. Rcpubb- 
liko, as a civil society organisation 
concerned with the rule o f law, will 
not fail in its duty o f campaigning 
in any way available to it  for our 
democracy to be protected.

This is exactly why Repub blika 
took the government to court. The 
only thing the government and its 
mouthpieces have to fear is the 
courts finding we are right.

The argument that we already 
had reforms to judicial appoint­
ments in 2016 is deceitful.

Our own Court o f Appeal found 
in a recent ruling that the powerof 
appointment o f judges and magis­
trates before and after the 2016 
so-called reform s lies, without 
restraint, exclusively in the hands 
o f the Prime Minister.

The argument that the “Euro­
pean Commission approved our 
system” is both fallacious and 
deceitful. Fallacious because the 
European Commission examined 
our judicia l system almost 20 
years ago. What was OK then is 
not OK now.

It  is also deceitful because that 
so-called approval was qualified. 
The final report o f the screening of 
our laws before EU accession says

60% of all 
judges and 
magistrates 
Sitting in . 
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have a personal 
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intimately, 
actively ami 
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that "consideration could, how­
ever, be given to the possibility o f 
further improving the objectivity 
o f the appointment procedure, 
which, in the current situation, is 
controlled by political bodies.”

Back then, it was a yellow  flag. 
Now it’s definitely red.

The consideration recom­
mended by the EU Commission 
20 years ago never happened. That 
is bad. Because a power that risked 
being abused before 2013 has been 
brutally exploited since.

Joseph Muscathasappointedto 
the bench or promoted within it  a 
former Labour MP, a form er con­
sultant that sat at Cabinet meet­
ings, a form er Labour interna­
tional secretary, the husband o f a 
Labour MEP, three ex-Labour 
Party election candidates, a Labour 
deputy leader’s daughter, two for­
mer law office partners o f  two for­
mer Labour deputy leaders, a vet­
eran Labour mayor and a daughter 
and a sister o f Labour ministers.

That forms the present massive 
majority o f the judiciary.

Sixty per cent o f ail judges and 
magistrates sitting in judgement o f 
us have a personal history that is 
intimately, actively and explicitly 
intertwined with the Labour Party.

Individually, some o f  them -  
even most o f them -  may be per­
fectly capable o f forgetting their 
past and sit in fair judgement. But 
this overwhelming mobilisation o f 
partisan appointees can only mean 
one thing: that citizens In dispute 
with the government o r  with, 
individuals from the Labour Party 
rightly o r wrongly perceive our

courts as partisan and not a fair 
place from which to  seek and 
get justice. Certain decisions by 
Judge Giovanni Grixti, Judge 
Consuelo Scerri Herrera, Judge 
Antonio Mizzi and Judge Joanne 
Vella Cuschlerl are inexplicable 
unless account is taken o f  their 
partisan affiliations.

But the real problem lies much 
deeper Since 2013, the government 
has used its power to promote 
judges to secure the interests o f the 
individuals who run it.

The promotion o f  Judge 
Anthony Vella helped the govern­
ment’s efforts to slow down and 
drag the Investigation into Daphne 
Caruana Galizia’s assassination.

Even the Parliamentary Assem­
bly o f the Council o f Europe noted 
In a report It adopted that the pro­
motion o f  Judge Aaron Bugeja by 
Muscat came almost immediately 
after the then magistrate -  Bugeja 
-  had just ruled that there was no 
evidence that the Prime Minister 
and his w ife were involved in a 
major corruption investigation.

W hile still in  o ffice , judges 
nearing retirement live in  fear o f 
being forgotten a t hom e by a 
government against whom  they 
have taken decisions while their 
more accommodating colleagues 
are rewarded.

Judge Lino Farrugla Sacco, 
whose son is a Labour Party candi­
date, was spared impeachment by 
Muscat And after dodging that 
bullet he was appointed chief 
administratorof public property.

When this happens -  when the 
government exercises its powers of

appointment to punish judges that 
decide against it and reward judges 
that don’t; o r even when the threat 
o f punishment o r reward is 
dangled in front o f  them -  our 
judiciary is not free to decide.

Scicluna says Repubblika acts 
this way because it is “against 
Adrian Delia”. He is only slightly, 
but more than sufficiently, o ff the 
mark. It is correct to say that we 
would expect the Oppositi on leader 
to be cam paigning against this hos­
tile takeover o f our judiciary. But 
we will not waltforhimtosnapout 
o f his stupor.

We w ill d o everything in our 
power, lncludinggoing to court, to 
protect everybody’s right to  an 
independent justice system that 
protects the weakest, most vulner­
able members o f  ou r society 
against the wrath and power o f 
the government.

I f  it’s elitist to  work to protect 
the rights o f the weakest among us 
against the overwhelming weight 
and power o f an authoritariangov- 
erament, this is a “minority cult” 
we are proudtobelongto. Inciden­
tally, why does he call us a cult?

Did he mean coven? Or sect? Is 
it now a perversion to challenge an 
unconstitutional law in court?

Scicluna should do the right 
thing, as for that matter should the 
anonymous judge, and insist for 
reform right here, right now.

I f  the government continues to 
Ignore us with empty promises, 
then wehave no choice but to chal­
lenge the courts to snap out o f their 
own slumber and be the ones to do 
the right thing.
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