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Nr. 'l'A80lG Cllaltah Ik. Pr..!dlnt, althougb the r.pea.taU"eof rtIJ
cc»untl:y ha ak_cJiexpr:fiHedour: �c�Q�'�l�~�a�t�l�l�1�a�t�i�o�n�a to you CD your olection, I U

bQlourcd to repeatth_ in ptr8CXl" knadftfJ full .,.11 that undllr yoUi: guidancethe
wor:k of the Auelbly will 90 farvarcl as it ha �s�i�n�~ your .cUm.

May I thst expt..a -",_very deepapprec1ationfolt' tha opportunity I h•• tMlt!n
given to addc... this plenary...ting of the GM.lll Aa.llbly to muo&!ce f«ally
the ita. entitled -ecn••rvat1cm of eU.at. as part of the co... �b�.�l�t�a�~ of
unkina-. Ind_, the bolcUng of this plenary••�t�l�~�g specifiCAlly for thls

purpos.18 consideredby .-y �G�o�~ .....nt .. a I've pcIvilege wbicb conao11dates
fUl'tb.. ita resol"e to ccntinuecmtr!buting, Ul ita own 11alted.y, to the
fonildablaa work unciertak_by the united Rations 1n the promtianof �l�n�~�r�n�a�t�1�o�n�a�l

peaceanc! co-operatlen fO&' the well-being of _M ind.

Justover 2u year.ago, 1n 1961, Malta, a n_1y incJapencSentStata,proposed
the inclusion in tb. a9..48 of the tventy-HCClftd •••10n of the GeneralAaellbly of
an itea entitled GtBlcall1natlonof the questiM of the re.ervatlcnexcluQI!vely for

, .

peacefUl pul'POSHof the s..-beet .,d the oce. floar:, .d tbe 8ub-soil thereof,
.underly!ng the �h�l�~ .... beyond the It.ita of prescmtnational jurisdiction, and
the useof their reaourouin tb& tnt_.t of _lIkind.- Aa is w.ll known, tilt.
inltiIBtive lea to the conveningof tel. third United Nation. ConfeE'....CIt on the La""

of the sea, tlhicb culJ;!nebad in the pcOlUlc:ation of a CQIlprehenslve ccmatitutlon
rGgQutlng lllUlkin4's Illse of tile oceans- the 1982 United Nations CmventlanOft the
Law of the Sea.

In 19St Malta yet again propelled, for inclusion in the agendaof th6

tv_ty-fourth se••ion of the Gen...l Aaellb1y, an 1"1il entU:1C1C1 -Qu_tiOft of the
Blcllrly and the 1ged-. The Malta.e p:opo.alvu aoc:eptedAnd sub.....ntly

consid••a by the Third co.ltteeof the Gen••l M ••llbly. '!hi. initiative

encouragedthe developaontof a wor14-wlct1 c:onfJcioWln... of the prClbl. of agln9
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(Hr. 'labcne, Malta)
1Ilbicb led to the adoption in 1982 of tile Vienna InternatiocalPlanof Action on
Aging, "labee.tadunder the chairlHftnip of a Maltas. rape_ungti.?epcaidingover
the ee-itteeof the "'ale at: the �"�c�x�l�~ AneJlbly. tb1s ye. tb.e wa&S _tablilbedin Malta tbe IntArnatioluilInstitute cm _ing, inlUCJQrateaby the 8ecretary-General.

'lb•• WO initiatlv_ taken by tbe CkWclUlent of Malta - of _icta, as a
cabinet....... I then b.d the pcivUege to fora put - originally arouse4
Mtenilb..t" if not suspician, in .t;he a1ftdaof lic.e delegationa. It vu not easy£01' th. to understand bOIl one of the ...Uut Mellb... of the lnternatit.lftal
coeatmity - .only a fe" yearsafter ita incllependence- could take such initiatives
single-handedly.

With respecttp the 1967 initiadove, one �d�i�.�t�1�n�~�1�s�b�e�d pereanalitypublicly
alllced if K1I1ta wall tha sOlmd,,,,ooboardof mother ate".

It uy be pertinentto reiteratewhat vu .tae-aat that t:l.ae by
Mr. ANid pardo, Malta's �~�i�t�8�d Nations AIIb....4oc'

·OUr proposalwas forllUlatad entirely without the b..efit of advice frOll
other oounui_ and 1 Caft catlltgoricaUystate that ve are not " Ilomdingonboard
for any Stateand that' nobody put the Malta•• Gcw...nt up to it.·
I h•• felt it nec....y to recall tbll1 la. 1ft tile early .tag.. of lIy

address�b�-�e�a�u�.�~ tbie eategoricalstate_ntof our l'spc...tati"e in 1967 appli.s
equally tc the �l�a�t�.�M�~ Mllten lnitAati"e cClftG8l'n1ng uae ·CCftClQR'atlonofcli_te all.p&rt of the co.cm bel'ltage of aankbul-.

Malta i. c:1eterll1n-.t to play. COft8ttuetlverole in the illportant work vblch
the fA\ite4 Rations uncJertak."" behalfof "W. ....G00..0100 tIlat: theunited Nations 18 depenclmtfor ita effectiven... Oft the unr._v8lc18uPl'Ort of the

._jor Powera. N..,Qrtbe1••a. it la our fu. belief that _.11.St4t. CM also
vaUdly conuJ.ba=te to the �~�l�'�k and effortaoarl'iecJout.by the UBla.d Nation.. we
feel that ene 11 �S�t�a�t�~�. - U.k. IIy own - c. play" vital role 1. that
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�~�o�b�l�_�8 facing the worId. Th.., the" can rofll\'!Ct the conscienceof unJc!ne! freely
sugg.tlng id•• Md �a�p�~�o�a�d�u�. _icb can a881st the Dlited Nations to keep 8pace

with the rapidly evolving huun situation around the glebe·, as SCtcretary--Genetal
Perezde Cuellar noted wen inlUgQratlng tbe InternatlCll1lal Institute en �~�g�i�n�g�, in
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(Nr. Tabc:n., Malta)

of ...\King that �~�. unitoc1 Nations is conatantlyattuned to the grOllinC) and
changingneedsof un!cind. smaller States,possiblybecaUS6of their vuy size and
lack of _jOl: v.ted inter..ta, can and are able to ruct -faster to the _olving

Malta, establieheadtoCjDtber with the united Natic:ms. It is a role which the

catalytic effectsof Malta's 1967 and 1969 initiatives _ply ptGVe, foe in each
casethey led to a major &acluation adoptedby universalCOilsenst:S.

My �~�e�r�n�m�8�f�t�t doci4Gd to take actienat this sealenof the �G�e�'�h�~�a�l AsSellbly
due to the urgentneed to COft381'Ve cliaate in the interestsof mankind by--·
ptotectiDl) it llgainst negative_,,-_dechanges. ilia are convinced that there

should be glcbal recognitionof the fundamntal right of every human�·�~�i�n�g to enjoy
climate in a statewhich bGtSt sU!ltains Ufe. b Sir Cr1apin Tickell observed'in
his outstandingand foresi_tedstudy CliJla1:ic Changeand WOrld Affair!, �·�C�1�~�a�t�e

billion of the.

.stwe. 8

Theseactivities are seriouslydisturbing the balanceof nature. OUr attitucJe

nl t.... ., ,.- .:'" .' .' ."".. ." '

and appreacbto cU.•tie .ould cb_get in such a manner as to li.it or CfillOV& any
adverseeffects of our act!vities. Ho longer ean we afford to takeelmate for

18 accodltionof life. we are all a pro4lct of its vagaries. tIlen it dUUlge8, so

Indeed, it le widely acceptodthat in recentyearsclimate ha bean changedby
various activities of the hulUft beings that inhabit planet Barth - SOil. five

granted, 81!1 prfNious genuatlona_y have dono. eU_tic change, particularly
global wanalng, lIay thceatanthe very �.�x�i�a�t�e�n�~ of life an eaa:th. Unless urgent

;'1"
";.,'."..""
�~�_ ..;.("._..;.... �;�<�,�.�~ ..;..... ; ...._...

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



d!oxic1G - ••1ttad _1nly thrOUgh the burning of foull fuels, are likely to �p�r�o�~�c�e

a 8ubstantiaUy war.r c:liMate. Tbee. gae., ",hQlG conc.ntraticn in the afa)sphere

Increuing concentrations of so-calledgreenbouaaga•• _ particularly carbon
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(loll'. Tabcno, Malta)

.cUm on a global 1••1 is taken, this change could very wQtll lead to irreversible

18 rapidly inc:re.lng, aba«b 1lO1'e of earth's radi&ticn and return lleXe of it back

b:' eartb. Tbis energy, which would otherwise .scapeh-lI1asly mto spaca, is

a1l'Mdy incre.ing the earth's surface tulpuature.

·...

. . '1-- " • .. �,�j�-�;�\�~�,�.�"�J�.�-�'

'"; "'-':"":li: /'.:X'-<7 �~�:�,�,�~�;�-�:�~�s�.�; -:,:,:).:

"/ ":,.?'"",.\" ;";, �<�;�"�{�.�,�:�:�i�;�·�.�~�;�~�<�"�~�:�,�'�i�' '>:'<>" �:�"�.�'�~�~�>�"�;�;�~�"�,�.�!�,�:�:�"�,�,�.�,�.�:�, ;,
�~ " .: ,.. 1 ': ' , _. " ,: ' • , �~ • • • •. " 7. '

�~�,�;�:�\�~�:�~�;�: ".'

�'�:�~�~�'�~�,�~�:�.�:�,�; .;.' '.'-" .. �,�'�~�' .
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it causesirreparablehar. to human well-being.

�t�.�~�r�:�a�t�u�r�. through, for: example, an increasein troposphericczone and a decrease

that the adoptionof the 1985 Vienna COnvention for the Protectionof th* Ozone

that certain catastrophicconeequencescould occur. By the middle of the next

In the face of theseand other phenoi1lena, it 18 eaHnUal that action be takon

in etratcaphericOBone.

the emls8ionof chlorofluorocarbonse Such e.isslon, in certaincirCuMstances,

Ruaanitya180 face. the problem of ozone layer depletioncausedprImarily by

riee in tegperaturewhich could have a seriousimpact on agriculture,

water-resource..nage-ent,and certain �c�l�i�~�t�e�-�&�e�n�8�1�t�l�v�e aocio-economic

Nevertheless,there �e�x�i�~�t�s�, I �f�e�~�l�, enoughseriousBcientific evidenceto suggeat

Layer and the related1987 Montrecl Protocol on Substancesthat Deplete the Ozone

Layer constitute �i�~�r�t�a�n�t ailestoD.. in the �~�n�a�g�e�m�e�n�t of a global prOblea �b�e�f�o�r�:�~

activities. The thermal expansionof sea w5ter could adverselyaffect the

on a global level to ensurethat our planot remainsfit to sustain �l�i�f�e�~ We feel

distribution of ozone, itself a greenhousegas, could effect the Earth'saverage

deplete.the ozone layer - which surroundstho globe end protectsit from exces.ive

eolar ultraviolet radiation - producing'seriouseffecta such as an increa84!l in the

incidenceof skin cencerand cataract.,a. well a8 lA �l�~�r�i�n�g of the yield of

(Mr. 'i.'abone, Malta)

If this processremains uncontrolled, the �g�r�~�e�n�h�o�u�G�8 effect - amplifiea

through massivedeforeatatlcnwnd changing land-us.patterns- will contribute to a

dletressift9 increasein global ..an temperatureproducing major chsngesin

century, the Barth will, on the basisof current scientific expectations,face a

certain crop. and detrtllontal effectaon plant Ufe.. Furthermore,change8in the

cll_te. It would be presumptuousof !le to attelllpt to give an accurateand

'well-being of nuaerouscoastalco.-unitiesas well aa �m�a�r�i�n�~ life.

<'I," ,.

\. coaprehen8iveforecastof the effectsclimatic chang@could have on life on Earth.
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(Mr. Tabone,Malta)
No one in this Chamberor elsewherewould wish climate to be a_lowed to

deteriorateby the hand of man beyond recuperablelimits. Such a statementis
�p�e�r�~�a�p�s appropriatein the light of recent experiencesfollowing the applicationofmomentousdiscoveriesin various soientific fields where eagernessto be the first
in the exploitationof the benefitsof such discoverieshas led the world to facethe tremendousdifficulties of safely disposingof radioactiveand toxic waste andthe long-term effectsof certaindrugs.

It is recognizedthat not enough is known on the phenomenaleading to climatic
changeand to what extent thesephenomenaare being affectedby processes
attributableto man. We also recognizethat more fundamentalresearchis needed
into the areaswhere the geosphere- inclUding the atmosphere,the oceans,and
terrestialhabitats- interactswith the biosphere.

We are encouragedby the valuablework and researchalreadyconductedon
climatic changeboth within and outside the United Nations system. Within the
united Nations systemsubstantialwork has been carriedout particularly by the
United Nations Environmentprogramme (UNEP) and the World Meterologlcal
Organization (WHO). The World Climate �C�o�n�f�e�~�e�n�c�e of 1979 and the WOrld Climate
Programme,establishedby the Eighth World MeteorologicalCongress,are important
landmarks in the internationaleffort to establishan understandingof the globalclimate system. We note that, whilst a number of ether United Nations agenciesareinvolved, there still does not exist effective co-ordinationof all the work on
climatic changeundertakenWithin the United Nations system. However, we feel thatthe Consultative"eeting of Readsof United Nations bodies and organson
environmentalmatters last July, wherein attention was given to climatic change, lsa step in the right direction. SUQb a consultativeprocessshould, in my view, be
extendedin the United Nations systemto all interestedagencies.

Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



Valuable work has also been undertakenoutside the united Nations. The

its work.

States.

(Mr •. Tabc:ne;.Ma lta)
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We are &180 encouragedthat duI.' ing the last few weeks, many delegationsand

InternationalCouncil of Scientific Unions has been in the forefront in the

to refer to the 1985 VU1&ch Conference,the Villach and Bellagio 1987 workshopscn

Beadsof Gwernmentwhen they meet in Kuala Lumpur in 1989.. we also feel �t�h�~ need

an expertgroup on climatic changeand sea-levelrise which is due to report to

an illlportant workshepon global climatic changa. The Commcnwealtb has established

numer of very important meetingson developing policies for respondingto climatic
change. The ltbods Bole ResearchCenter in Massachusettsheld, only last September,

Ne welcome the forllllStion of an intergovernmentalpanel Q"I climate mange,

scientific study of the glebal climate system. The Beijer Institute has held a

Malta looks forward to the conveningof the secondli)rld Climate Conferenee.

deYeloping policies for responding to climatic change, the internationalconference
held in Toronto last Juneon IIIThe ChangingAtmosphere\ Implications for Global

eminentpersonalitieshave expressedtheir catcernon tho issueof climatio mange
and urged that action should acx:ordinglybe taken.

AP/dsg

which is due to meet in November 1988, and Malta intends to participate fully in

�d�~�e�l�o�p�m�e�n�t of our polioies on climmtic changeand will assist in alerting public
opinicm in our: Member Statea• .

security- and the forthcoming conferenceen ·Cl!mte and Developmentle to be held
in Hamburg. Sudl internationalconferencesshould have a major impact on the

'l'his important Conferenceshould review all aspectsof the Wa:ld Climate Programme
with emphasison the socio-ec:onomicbenefitsof climate, especiallyin developing



(!!r. Tabone,Malta)
Nevertheless,we fael that climate ls 80 essentialto mankind that a

coIII'rehen81veand effec·tive strategyon a global level is urgently raqulred to
conserveclimate in the interestof mankind. We need to ensurethat, in Yiew of

AP/dS9 A/43/PV.35
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the magnitudeof the problem and the relatively limited �r�e�8�0�~�r�C�~�8 available,
current efforts being;undertakenbe cdequatelyco-ordinated.

It ie useful to recall the impressiveand illuminating statementmade by the
Prime Minister of Norway, Mrs. Gro Rarlem Brundtland, Chairper8Qftof the WOrld
eo.alssionon Environmentand Development. In her view, the impact of world
climatic changeover �t�h�~ next decades,

-may be more drastic for mankind than any other Challengesexcept for
nuclear war.-



an iAtlegral part of IitM '. natural hedtage. Tb., conservation of the
lit. system - _tell �-�l�n�~�o�l�v�_ the atl108pherCl., �o�C�Q�~�n�l�l and land sua-face

of t1lle-ecal..- - If! .0 oslltllti ..l and vital to the ve::y existenceof,

.c that it caaotbe left to individual State.nnUall:61'aUy to decide mat,

the �~�o lida deal•• cert.sin....of the oceaDSand their l'HOurcu to be the
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�~�:�'�:�J �(�~�r�l�l�1�y bell.e tbmt the doctrine of the CCIIIJICIl heri tageof unlcina 1.'5

(Mr. Tabane, Malta)

inot:x'@OITi)!l\ tbQ 1'79 Agr....t Governing the Activities of Stateson th•.�:�~�o�n alild

tmldil �~�8 I Mdc to the 19th. centUQ', WU first �~�o�p�a�e�e�d�, CXl Malta's in!tMtiv8, in

Kt? 1 PtectselybeeaUIIQ the iuue of oli. tic dumgo is �~�o very cloeely linked
�t�:�3�i�~ \SJuc luution of unkindo• very lIurvival that Malta has requastedthat the

�U�1�i�!�~�{�I�J c �~�o�n�s d.-la. a stratlow to anewr. that cli_te is cOillServed in the
inIWll:Q:1i2: of p£uent Md future generations.

otnalt' C@ll lt1al BocU., ..ich declare. the IIOOlll and ita natwral resource.to be the
�C�O�~ frl,c-.. Lt.Ilga of INDkind) lutd the 1992 United Ratione Ccnventionon the Law of

�c�U�.�E�i�l�~ ld &,.009lb. aneof ell.tiIt's f ....d••tal dlcracterAstica; cU.•te is
C2'.1l0 �~�e few uuly natua:alconditions wbich cht8!:lIine life Oft earth and is,

if aftY, ocns.rvat1on_._ur_ PilauleJba take. Tht! fundluEntal huun right to 11&
and Cb. ne:14 to CCMe"e eU.tIe u we of eae pcerequisite.of hUIIM Ufe cannot
bct 1I.Ditad by political bcMmcJaE t.. and thH86)l'e 1'-,'-211'eaW'i ihternation.lsuategy
_icb uaftIlJctIIldD Statio 8w.ei9lty in tile int••tIJ of pr__t an" future huun
9ID.aU._.
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(Mr. 'l'abcme, Malta)

'l\'le COIt\IDi)n-hedugo doetr!ne, which taas so far beenwidely acceptedand

applied with respectto the moon and certain areasof the sea-bed,entails major
proprietary and eccmomic considerations,ensurine;; that mankind can participate in
the benefitsof the exploitation of resourcesin the said G!:eas.

Through Malta's present initiative, we are now proposlnq the extension,with
sum mdifie&tions as are appropri&te, of this doctrine to climate as one of the
essentialconditions for man's survival on earth. We recognize that this
application la different from that found in the other two cases,as it entails not
direct eCalom:lc gain but the very survival of man himself. Climatic change is a
common concernof mankind, which is a corollary of to.he CORDOn-heritage doetrine,
re:ruiring a conservationstrategy the applicationof which cannotbe restriotedby

political boundariesand must necessarilyhave as its pr imary objective the conmon
good of mankind. In short, wat Malta is today proposing is it developmentand an
elabcxationof the doctrineof the conmon heritageof IMftkind for its application
to a new l\rea - cllllBtic change, particularly glooal warming.

Raving outlined the situation as we see it, lIIay I be allowed to make some
proposals.

We must ensure�t�~�a�t a balance is achievedbetween the short-termrequirements
and the future needsof mankind. The applicationof the principle of the common
concernof mankind to cl late ensuresthat cl imate is 6 natural resourcewhich �c�:�a�~

be utilized by each Statewithin its territory in the processof its social and
economicdevelopmentbut, at the same time, it cannotbe tamperedwith or: abusedat
the eJl:penseand to the detrimentof IlNlnkind.

As the Prime Minister of Malta, lldward FenecbAdami, has pertinent:1Vobserved
in hia analyais of the common-her!tage aoctr!ne,



NR/gt
A/43/PV.35

18

(Mr. 'l'abQ16, Malta)
-The philCl60phy of the cosalDOn heritage is againstleaving things to luck and
in favour of discoveringand increasingorder where, on the face of it, there
lIBy appear to be chaos and canfusicn-.
Malta could hardly claim to be the first Stab! to bring the prcblel'Jof

011ll8t1c mange to the attentiOil of the trlited Nations, for, as I have already
stabtd,very important work within the United Nations system has alreadybeen
undertakenIn this respect. Malta, howe\Fer, is now proposing to the Genual
Assembly that an appropciatehigh-level co-oa:dinatingIIIl8chanism - whicb, 1n my
view, could well be the IntergovernmentalPanel on ClhateChange - undertake
1IIlmediate action with respectto an interdisciplinaryreview of the state of the
scienceof clt.te and the phenomenon of eli_tic change with specialemJ,i\asis en
global warming and ita socio-econamic:iIIIplicationa. Malta will presenta concrete
proposal in the form of a draft resoluticn, which will be submitted for
considerationin the secondCc.ittee.

Malta expects the support of every MeJ'li)er State in this important endelllvour to
conserveclimte, for, as the secretary-C'..eneralhas pertinentlynoted in �h�i�~ report
to the currentsessionon the work of the Organization, the state of the earth·s
environment, tihicb includes ell_ta, is

-pre-eminently& problem that should evoke a soli&\r ity of responsefrom all
nations. It has, bowever, remchec! a stagewhere, without a qlobal ethic and
the necessarylaw, it can give rise to divisive issueswith 'PO'litical
implications.III (A/43/1, pe 18)

In is our view that any suategyin respectof climatic changewill have to
talCe into account the c:baractel'isticsand 1...,018of developmentof the various
regions of the world. Certainly we feel that there eKist a Dumer of effective
lIeaaureatIltlim can be mdertakenby all Statese Statu, f« instanc-e, could he
encouragedto developpolicies that would proll:»te energy conservationin �o�r�~�r to
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(Mr. Tabcne, Malta)

�r�~�4�I�c�. ex eliainateeortainhuun aetivitles _icb have a n.gativ. « detrillental
eff.et on c:l:1Mete. Certain lIe.sures"ill �h�~�. to be adoptedan & grawal baslll,
taking into accoWlt the r ....uir.lle1ltll of sustainabledw.lopllalt and other rctlelrant
clrculStanoes.

Malta has �t�e�n�t�a�t�l�v�~�l�y initiated a processto enable, in our cwn small way, the
dweloPllentof a naticnal eonaeiowsn.e8ell elt_tie <:bange. we have accededto the
Vienna CCiilvention for the Proteetionof the OZene �L�a�~�r mCi signed the related

Menu..l Promcol. I have estmlilbed in.y Ministry an edviso:y CClIIl1Ilttee cm
cliJllatie ehange,under the ehairraansbipof lflJ perecnaladviser,Mr. Attard, and the
university of Malta hu set up a seientifie committeewith appropriateterms of
referenClto

In the fac:e of the IIIlgnitude and the implicationsef the lXcblem of elimatic

therefore,avoid unneceB8uyduplication and ensure that tAle said reaourCleS Bre

applied effectively in the interestsof us all. we trust that our initiative,
whleb slgnific:antly is being launelled on United Rations Day, will CIOntribute to the
realizationof theeeobjectives in the lDOSt �e�f�f�e�e�t�1�v�~ 118Ml8r..



My Q:tverlllJlnt hu lClftg been concernedabout the acceleratingincreasein the

A/43/PV.35
21

{1'-', ...••

ape.cb. I .. only OftI2 of the amy vho recognizothat cli1late change is of enormus
OC8pl.xity md far-r_m1ng illpactanCla, but it 18 only eneof the proble-.
affecting the future health of our planet.

Slr Cd.pin l'ICKBLL (Olited Klngc!oR)' we welcom the initiative taken by
tile GcwKnJHftt of *lta in insc:r:ibing the inne of cU.•te changeon the ag..da of
this yaar'•••sion of the GeneralA8saably. It was very generousof the Maltese
PccelgnNiftiater to have referred to and quoted trOll lily book en cli_te in hill

41'M/6

4jr.enhoUlleg_.. In a recentaddressto the Ibyal Society ln Laldm, the leading
Britisb scl_tifle institutian, Mrs. Thatcher spok\.: of the fear that: we were
c:etlnga global heat trap micb could l_d to ,eli.tic instabili.ty. She pointedout that an aver&98 varll1ng �e�f�f�~�c�t of ODG degreecentigradeper decadewould
gratly eXCMd the capacityof our natw:al habitat to cope. &Job a rateof warMing
woUld causft eventual_lting of glacial loe �~�d 'a consequentr lse in the sea level
of .....1 e..t ewer tile next century. 811' O8off1'oy Rowe pointed out in the
goneraldebate in the A5sftlbly last IIOnth that the mcreseaprecUctCd in global
tBpecatur_could have substantialeffect&! .ithin tl,\e new few decadeson life and
hUlllm society. Bven sull variations would have big coDsequenecas in a crowded
world.

The prob1_ arisesftOfS two _in sources, in4usuialactivlt11n one part of
tbe "OI:,ld and l8'MJ use and IUMCJ••ent in the rest. \'be iIOBt sensitive issuesfor
human aoclety that dlange could brwg relat9 first to patternsof rainfall, with
their iapact on agriculture, �f�~�e�a�t�r�y and naturaleeo1Q9YJMd secon&'y, on 11
longe£ t1lleaca1e,to 1'1I!lefJ in sea 1e".181. The illpact of changingrainfall would
obdoulyV'uy betweeneeglo... Currmt mdels are not yet capableof predicting. l'eglcnal and.easOllalinfor.ticn. But, even if the car:d6 of cl.atic adYantage
were teeS.itbetween�c�o�u�n�~�i .., the biggest threat to all would be the



wordll, the w«ld's poor.

lIuginal &g1' icultural areas, in short, those leastable to cope with it - in other

countries would neefl to erectnew and larger coast defencestIlbere feasible. This

....:.,1,2t
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bave already embarkedon extensiveprogr&lllllElS of scientific research. In Br Itain
w. bave a _jor research[Xogramme at our Metec»:ologicalOffice, _erewe provide

would be, it goes without saying, a seriousdrain on econolllic resources.
'!'hare are still great uncertairitiesabout clilatic trends. some countdes

and me Hetherlands, the effectsof a rise in sea levels could be disastrous.
�~�-�l�y�i�n�g areason the eastcoastof my awn country \':X)uld be �t�h�r�e�a�~�n�e�d�. Many

last century. If this trend should accelerate,low-°lying regions throughout the
world would be threatened. In such a>untriesas Bangladegb,Egypt, the Malcu'vu

(Sir Cdspin Ticke1l, United Kin9doll)
dislocaticncausedby change itself. Changewould be especially ifi£poi:tant in

Average S8& levels have risen by some 10 to 15 centimetresalreadyover the
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cne of the world's four centresfor the study of climatic change through global

eli.te IIOdeUing. My Gcwernrccmt is also increasingits researcheffCtt. cm climtG
i"Pact. But, like other environmentalproblems, such changecan bestbe tackled
tW:oufllb concerted internaticnalaction. we attach particular importanceto
co-ordinatedresearchto reduce the current range of uncertainties. we play a full

part in the WOCld Cl1_te Programme. We welCOllle the establiehllentof �t�h�~

Inbtrgo'1erlUMntalPanel on Climate Cbange by the United Ratione Bnviron_nt

programe, the World MeteorologicalOrganizationend the Int_nationalCouncil of
Scientific Unions.. 'fhe Intefc:PvernmentalPanel" on whim senior Br itish ac!Cfttista
will serve,",ill need to work out oo-ordinatfI/c1 assea8BIentsof the likely rangeof
future gr"nhouaewarl'l1ng and the associatedclmate illpact. This work sbould
••ne as a basis for future internationalpolicy.. The W«ld CU.teprogr_ and
the Intergoverm.ntalPanel for. the twin pillar. of lnternaticnalefforts to cope
"i th ell.te dumge. They cleserve the full supportof Gm_Mentaand




















































































